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TREE PEST
UPDATES
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July 5, 1999
PEACH TWIG BORER

HOST CROPS: Peaches, Nectarine, Apricot, Plum

2" BIOFIX: Trap catches started increasing in most stone fruit orchards toward the very end of June. I'm
establishing the areawide bicfix for east county as June 29™. If you have traps in your own orchard, use the
date that you first started seeing an increase in your trap catches as your own biofix.

TREATMENT TIMING: If you still have fruit on the trees, you may want to consider a treatment if trap
catches in your orchard have been high. Asfruit beginsto ripen it becomes more susceptible to attack;
damage is most likely to occur from color break to harvest. Also, if you have young trees, watch for
damage to the tips of the shoots which can set back the structural development of your orchard. If you see a
damaging level of shoot strikes, consider a treatment.

The most effective control can be achieved by applying a spray 400-500 degree days after the biofix. Based
on historical weather records, thisis projected to occur July 15-19 OR 17-21 days after your own
orchard biofix. Keep the preharvest interval (PHI) in mind for whatever material you use; you may need to

use a shorter residual product or apply the spray alittle earlier than the optimum to assure that the fruit is
clean for harvest.
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What’sa Biofix?: It’sjust the beginning of the flight for each new generation. We use the Biofix to
begin degree-day calculations for each generation so we know when egg laying, hatchout, and other
lifecvcle events will haonpen. This helps us to time our treatments most effectivelv.

What'’s a Degree-Day? Insects devel op faster or slower depending on the temperature. Degree-days are
ameasure based on the maximum and minimum temperatures for each day which allow us to figure out
how fast the insects are developing. Y ou may see them abbreviated as DD or °D.

Janet Caprile
Farm Advisor
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