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CAN’T HELP BUT BRAG! 

We are very proud to have been awarded the 1997 IPM INNOVATOR AWARD from 
the California Environmental Protection Agency. We were recognized for our many years 
of research and extension efforts to help local growers learn about and adopt the latest 
technology in pest management. We have always been quick to point out that a 
successful research and extension program also requires inquisitive and innovative 
growers who are willing to try new practices and implement new technology. It is a 
challenge and a delight to work with such a group of local farmers.  

 

JUST PUBLISHED.......  

NEW 

walnut production manual 

The most complete and easy-to-understand book about walnuts is available. The Walnut 
Production Manual takes readers from the origin of the walnut through all aspects of 
production and processing, including irrigation, soil evaluation and modification, 
nutrition, pest and disease management, harvesting, and processing. There is also detailed 
information about marketing, economics, orchard planning and design, genetics, variety 
selection, propagation, and much more. 

The book is thoroughly illustrated with color and black and white photos, drawings, 
charts and tables. It includes a glossary and full index. 

Publication #3373 328 pages Paperbound: $35.00 

Publication #3373-H 328 pages Hardbound: $50.00  



ALSO................ 

*THE SPECIALTY AND MINOR CROP HANDBOOK 

$35.00 

***There will only be 2,500 copies of this publication 

We will have these publications in our office beginning January 1998. If you would like 
one, please give Darla or Jacqueline a call and they will put your name on the list. Please 
call the Merced County Cooperative Extension office at (209) 385-7403.  

 
 PTB CONTROL IN PEACHES & PRUNES (Norton)  

The trend in SJV orchards has been to eliminate the insecticide from dormant sprays and 
use only oil and a copper formulation. This is due in part to environmental concerns – 
various levels of Lorsban and diazinon have been detected in streams and rivers by EPA 
– and the desire to reduce costs. In most cases, such a program, when combined with 
spring Bt sprays has been successful. n 1996 and 1997 many growers had heavy pressure 
from peach twig borer (PTB) that required sorting in the field at harvest time. Some of 
the damage was due to leaf rollers but PTB almost always contributed to the rejects.  

Growers who had significant amounts of damage from PTB last year may need to return 
to a traditional full dormant spray program that includes both oil and an insecticide. 
Growers can take precautions to avoid transport of pesticides from the orchard. Avoiding 
spraying on foggy or breezy days will reduce airborne transport. Cover crops help to 
reduce run-off of surface water and can act as a bio-filter of sorts.  

If you are not going to apply a dormant insecticide you need to carefully asses what your 
risk is and monitor now and in the spring. Now is a good time to scout for hibernaculum 
on two-year-old wood. This will be the primary source for spring infestations. Plan for 
three Bt sprays in spring beginning at 10-20% emergence and spaced 7 days apart. 
Continue to monitor for strikes throughout the spring and summer and be prepared to 
treat the second summer brood if needed. 

Damage in prunes is not as common as in peaches. Leaf roller damage is often attributed 
to PTB. You must identify the larvae when they are feeding on the fruit. Presence of twig 
strikes is a reliable indicator of PTB populations and should be monitored for just as you 
would in peaches.  

We will talk about PTB in greater detail at the Bi-County Peach Meeting Wednesday 14 
January in Turlock.  

 
DORMANT SPRAYS IN APPLES (Norton)  



If you had trouble this year with European red mites, San Jose scale, rosy apple aphid, 
green apple aphid, woolly apple aphid, fruit tree leaf roller or oblique banded leafroller; 
you should plan on applying a dormant spray this winter. The dormant spray can contain 
dormant oil, insecticide or both. Oil can be used alone if all you need to control is 
moderate to low populations of rosy apple aphid, mites or San Jose Scale.  

Dormant sprays can be applied throughout the winter but are most effective against 
aphids, mites and scale if delayed until late winter. This is contingent on your ability to 
access the orchard if we have a wet winter.  

Concentrate sprays are just as effective as semi-dilute sprays as long as you have good 
coverage. Avoid spraying on foggy or windy days to prevent transport out of the orchard.  

 
 WINTER DISEASE CONTROL IN PEACHES (Norton)  

The two fungal diseases we are targeting with winter copper sprays are peach leaf curl 
(Taphrina deformans) and shot hole (Wilsonomyces carpophilus). Remember that the 
optimum time for treating each disease is different. With peach leaf curl, the optimum 
time to apply copper is December-January, before the buds begin to swell. The optimum 
period for shot hole is November-early December. If we have a very wet winter, it is 
probably best to apply at both timings. Besides copper, chlorothalonil (Bravo) and ziram 
are both effective in controlling these diseases. Bravo can not be applied with, or closely 
following an oil spray.  

 
PLANTING REMINDERS (Norton)  

When planting grapes and trees, the handling and positioning of the roots is critical. The 
hole must be big enough to accommodate the root ball with out bending over the roots to 
fit into the hole. With grapes, dig the holes a little deeper, position vine several inches 
lower than its intended height, filling the bottom of the hole with soil, pulling the vine up 
to its correct height, and then tamping the soil around the roots before filling the hole.  

If digging a hole large enough is not practical, then the root ball on trees and grapes must 
be trimmed back to fit "comfortably" into the hole. The roots must be pointing 
downward. Never allow roots to be bent into a "J" configuration. Poor growth the first 
two years can result from poorly-arranged root balls. 

I recommend that all tree and grape root systems be inoculated with Galltrol to prevent 
crown gall infections. Crown gall infections can severely stunt young plants. If you trim 
the roots, you should dip the whole root system in the Galltrol immediately after cutting. 
The bacterium Agrobacterium tumefaciens only enters through injuries, even tiny ones, 
so handle new plants with care.  

 



UNIFIED WINE AND GRAPE SYMPOSIUM - A GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE 
(Norton) 

January 21-22, 1998, Sacramento  

A variety of workshops, speakers, wine tasting and trade shows highlight this 
comprehensive industry conference sponsored by American Society of Enology & 
Viticulture and the CA Association of Wine grape Growers. For a complete program 
booklet call 530/753-3142.  

 
WINE GRAPE SHORT COURSE (Norton)  

An intensive three-day short course, Jan 26-28 in Sacramento, covering all aspects of 
wine grape vineyard development and production. Topics: physiology, site evaluation, 
rootstock and cultivator selection, handling and planting, spacing and trellising, training 
and pruning, canopy management, irrigation, nutrition, grafting and budding, frost 
protection, pest management. For a complete program and registration form, visit any 
Cooperative Extension office or call 800/752-0881.  

 
IRRIGATED VITICULTURE SHORT COURSE IN THE SAN JOAQUIN 
VALLEY (Norton)  

A short course on practical aspects of vineyard development and management to increase 
yield and profitability. CSU Fresno January 15-16, 1998. For a complete program and 
registration information call 278-2089 or e-mail cynthia_wood@csufresno.edu.  

 
 UPCOMING LOCAL MEETINGS  

Bi-County Peach Meeting  
Wednesday 14 January 1998, 8:30 AM, Turlock Irrigation District Auditorium  
Bi-County Almond Meeting  
Wednesday 21 January 1998, 8:30 AM, Merced Cooperative Extension office  
Bi-County Grape Meeting  
Thursday 5 February 1998, 8:30 AM, Turlock Irrigation District Auditorium  

 
HERBICIDE REGISTRATION FOR TREE AND VINE CROPS (Norton)  

1997 Registration Status of Herbicides in Trees and Vines 

Linked is a table showing the registration status of herbicides for orchards and vineyards. 
Remember that this was current as of the moment our weed specialist assembled it, and 

mailto:cynthia_wood@csufresno.edu
http://fruitsandnuts.ucdavis.edu/newsletters/97herb.html


that registrations continually change. Always read and follow label directions before 
using. Contact your licensed pest control advisor for more information.  

 
CLING PEACH QUALITY AWARDS (Norton)  

Congratulations to Eric Spycher, (Randy) Fiorini Ranches and Carl Cavaiani Ranches for 
being the 1997 Cling Peach Quality Award Winners for District 9. They were recognized 
recently by the California Cling Peach Association.  

Innovative growers such as these have helped to establish Merced County as a leader in 
the production of high quality fruit crops.  

 
 MORE WEB SITES  

UCCE Post Harvest Outreach Program  
http://pom44.ucdavis.edu/postharv.html

Agricultural Land Stewardship Program  
http://www.consrv.ca.gov/olc/alspnet.html

California Rare Fruit Growers  

http://www.crfg.org/

National Weather Service - San Joaquin Valley  
http://www.cnetech.com/sjvwx/

Radar image showing storm activity  

http://www.intellicast.com/weather/fat/radar/  
(try out the animation button at the top – it shows the rain storms as they travel across the valley) 

American Journal of Enology & Viticulture  
http://www.ajev.com/

The following is a list of university and government Web sites on biological control and 
intergrated pest management:  
APHIS National Biological Conrol Institute (NBCI) - USDA Animal and Plant 
Health Service:  
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/PPQ/bco/  
http://ianrwww.unl.edu/ianr/pubs/extnpubs/insects/g1251.HTM#SOURCES

 ALSO CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEB SITE FOR THE TREE AND VINE 
NOTES NEWSLETTER: 

http://fruitsandnuts.ucdavis.edu/mercedcounty.html

http://fruitsandnuts.ucdavis.edu/newsletters/ccpa.html
http://fruitsandnuts.ucdavis.edu/newsletters/postharv.html
http://www.consrv.ca.gov/olc/alspnet.html
http://www.crfg.org/
http://www.cnetech.com/sjvwx/
http://www.intellicast.com/weather/fat/radar/
http://www.ajev.com/
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/PPQ/bco/
http://ianrwww.unl.edu/ianr/pubs/extnpubs/insects/g1251.HTM#SOURCES
http://fruitsandnuts.ucdavis.edu/newsletters/mercedcounty.html


Below is a list of other information that can be found at the UC Extension page on the 
Fruit & Nut Research and Information Center web site: 

Directory of UC Agricultural personnel, department & research centers  
Cooperative Extension County Office  
Fruit & Nut Crop Farm Advisors  
UCCE Master Gardener Program  
Publications  
Persishables Handling: A Quarterly Publication from the Fact Sheets  
Fruit & Nut Crop Research & Extension Centers  
Kearney Agricultural Center  
West Side Research & Extension Center  
South Coast Research & Extension Center  
UC Brief on farmland policy in the Central Valley: www.ucop.edu.cos.sokolow.html  

 
The Cooperative Extension office has new publication available: "How to Find 
Agricultural Information on the Internet." Publication #3387, and the cost is $12.00, 
plus tax. This publication explains how to select an Internet provider, use Internet 
software, and formulate effective Internet searches. It also describes how various farm 
advisors, growers, and marketers have used the Internet and E-mail. Please call our office 
at (209) 385-7403 if you are interested in purchasing this publication.  
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Lonnie Hendricks, Farm Advisor , E-mail address: lchendricks@ucdavis.edu  
Maxwell Norton, Farm Advisor, E-mail address: mnorton@ucdavis.edu  
 
Merced County Cooperative Extension  
2145 Wardrobe Avenue  
Merced, CA 95340  
209-385-7403  
Fax: 209-722-8856  
E-mail: cemerced@ucdavis.edu  
For special assistance regarding our programs, please contact our office 72 hours prior of request. 
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